Comprehension Strategies:
From Constructing Meaning Through Kid-Friendly Comprehension Strategy Instruction by Nancy Boyles
Making connections: 
· Readers make a lot of different mental connections as they are reading; they connect what they are reading to their background knowledge, to their own life, to another text, and to the larger world.

Picturing:

· Readers make pictures in their minds as they read.  What images, sounds, textures, tastes or scents can you image as you read the text?  The pictures we have in our mind as we are reading help us to remember the words we read, and they also help us to respond emotionally to the author’s message.

Wondering:
· Readers wonder about many things as they read, such as what might happen next in the story or how the story might end.  Wondering keeps us reading!

Predicting:

· Soon after we have wondered about something we read, we are likely to begin to ponder possible outcomes.  Making predictions from page to page, and then checking to see whether these prediction are correct is a process that helps a reader to notice when his or her thinking about the text is on-track and when it is off-track.

Noticing:

· Noticing means keying in to important verbal clues: words, sentences, and paragraphs that offer evidence of the text’s meaning.  Readers also notice when they stop understanding what they are reading, when none of the clues they’ve gathered while reading seem to make sense.

Figuring out:

· Readers figure out different kinds of things as they read.

· Sometimes figuring out is like filling in the blanks.  For example, the author might write that a certain character call people names and teases kids who are younger, and this character picks fights, too.  The author wants us to figure out that this kid is a…….How would you fill in that blank?

· Sometimes when I read, turning the pages, and all of a sudden, it hits me; “I get it!”  I say to myself.  All of a sudden, I know who committed the crime!  I see how all the clues I’ve been collecting fit together!  I understand what the author is trying to tell me!  I have figured out the meaning.
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