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ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL

Tyrrell Middle School Athletic Philosophy
Philosophy – Each middle level school should recognize that interscholastic athletic activities are apart of the school culture.  The elements of competition and winning, although they exist, should be controlled to the point that they do not determine the nature of the program.  
Participation in athletics, both as a player and as a spectator, is a significant component of the educational experience and should contribute positively to the knowledge, skills, and emotional patterns that students possess, thereby enabling them to become better persons and citizens.

The guidelines should not be construed as encouraging wider emphasis on interscholastic competition, but rather to improve and bring an acceptable uniformity to all already existing situations.  THE MIDDLE LEVEL SCHOOL INTERSCHOLASTIC ATHLETIC PROGRAM SHOULD BE CONCERNED PRIMARILY WITH THE WELFARE AND PROTECTION OF THE STUDENTS IN THEIR COMPETITION.  EVERY SAFEGUARD SHOULD BE TAKEN WHICH WILL PREVENT EXCESSIVE PARTICIPATION.
The schools, more than any other agency, are prepared to conduct a desirable athletic program for youngsters.  Sound, intelligent leadership and enforcement of policies is the responsibility of the Athletic Director.  Athletic Directors can and should provide leadership in encouraging local Boards of Education and recreation officials to work cooperatively to coordinate athletic programs and rules governing participation.
Every effort should be made to develop programs which provide for students of all skill levels maximum opportunities for participation in a sports activity.

Parent/Student Athlete information:

Tryouts:

Each grade level will have at least three days to try-out for their particular sport. 
The decisions to limit team size may be caused by one or more of the following reasons:

1. Safety:  considering the space available and the player/coach ratio

2. Budget Limitations:  considering the costs of transportation and equipment

3. Competition:  schedule and time limitations do not provide reasonable opportunity for active participation in practice or game play, if one of our objectives is to field teams that are competitive with teams on our schedule.

Coaches should be well aware of, and sensitive to, the disappointment experienced by players cut at any level.  At the first practice session, the Coach will fully explain the criteria for “cutting” of players, and the projected schedule of this cutting process.

Included in the criteria for cutting may be:

1. Lack of skill, speed, strength, etc.

2. Lack of effort, motivation, cooperation

3. Lack of knowledge or understanding of the sport

4. Grade level of the candidate

The limited number of practice days prior to the first contest makes it impossible, in some sports, to have a lengthy tryout schedule.  Every effort should be made, however, to allow enough time for each candidate to be observed and fairly evaluated.  Therefore, a minimum of three (3) practices must be observed before cutting is done.

Physicals:

· Board of policy January of 08 (All students participating in Athletics including tryouts must have a yearly physical! Coaches should make sure that all players have passed their physicals before the first tryout.

      Academic Requirements and Discipline

· See Tyrrell handbook

      Playing Time
· Coaches Philosophy (discussed at meeting)

     Schedules and Practices

· Check on the web-site (www.wolcottps.org)

*All Tyrrell Coaches will follow practices and procedures from Wolcott’s Coaches Handbook, 

  which you should all have a copy of. 
1. Supervision:

· Each coach is directly responsible for each player on his/her team from the beginning of practice or games to the end of game.

· Coaches must stay until the last team member has been picked up by parents.

· Spectator problems are related directly to the gym and common sense should be used, i.e., students can be dealt with as a school matter, parents and outsiders should be asked to stop any problems first, asked to leave second, and then call police if problems still exist.  The referee may aid in these problems.  In all cases involving students and/or parents, be sure to notify the building principal or assistant principal within 24 hours.

2. Security:

· Coaches should take the initiative to ask students about holding any valuables for them (games or practices).

· Keys may be issued to coaches so that the locker rooms can be safely secured while a game is in progress.

· Coaches may want to lock the locker rooms during away games for various reasons.

3. Medical:

· Coaches should make sure that all players have passed their physicals before the first tryout is scheduled.

· Obtain a list of phone numbers that will be helpful when calling home about an injury or emergency.  This should be attached to physical forms and should be taken to all games by the coach.

Medical Emergency Chain of Command (continued):
· Parents are always first if present.

· General first aid can be administered.

· Call parents and “911” immediately.

· Try to send another adult to hospital, if possible.

· Coach may have to accompany ambulance if no one else is available, but be sure an adult is supervising all other players in your absence.

· Follow up with phone calls to parents, hospital, and administrators.

4. Budget:

· All budget requests must be turned in in duplicate and on the required school forms.

· Budget requests must be turned in at the end of the season for next year.

· All budget requests are submitted to the Athletic Director.

5. Equipment:

· Coaches are responsible for the care, storage, and inventory of all equipment in their program within the school facility.

6. Reports:

· End-of-the-year:  Coaches must turn in a short highlighted report on the season.

· Inventory and budget reports are due within two (2) weeks after the season ends.

· Trophy lists should be turned in to Athletic Director as soon as possible.

· All of the above must be submitted to the Athletic Director.

7. Eligibility:

· It is the responsibility of the principal and coach to make sure all athletes are academically and behaviorally eligible to participate in sports.

· Each coach will send out progress reports on athletes, including discipline problems which would lead to action by the coach.

· The CIAC requires students to pass four (4) credits of work for athletic eligibility.  Any interpretation of the CIAC rule may be made to the Director of Athletics
· Extra Curricular Athletics, Club, and Activity Restrictions
Academic Eligibility: Any student that earns a grade lower than a 70 in one core academic subject or two unified arts subjects will be deemed academically ineligible until the next mid-term progress report or quarterly report card.
Discipline Restriction:

Any student that receives six detentions, two suspensions, or a combination of six discipline reports total will be ineligible to participate in enrichment activities.  Any student on activity restriction can have after school activities reinstated provided they have thirty consecutive school days without any disciplinary infractions.  The opportunity for reinstatement is limited to one thirty day period per year.  If the student receives an infraction after reinstatement he/she will not be afforded another opportunity for reinstatement that academic year.  Students on activity restriction will not be reinstated for overnight school functions.

8. Bus Procedure:

· All students who travel by bus to away games must return by bus.  Only in a case of emergency and with a parent’s note, may a student go home with a parent.

9. Coaching Certification:

· All Wolcott Coaches’ must stay up to date with their coach’s permit, CPR, First Aid and CEU modules.
NOTE:  Coaches may have a “no-cut” policy, depending upon personnel, facilities, equipment, supplies and supervisory needs.








