Psychology-Pre-School Partnership


On Monday, November 17th, the Wolcott High School 5th period psychology class visited the pre-school program at Alcott School. The Psychology-Pre-School Partnership was designed by pre-school teacher Jennifer Murphy and Psychology teacher Michelle Thies. Pre-School teachers Andrea Curcio and Margaret Maddaloni also participate. Part of the Psychology curriculum is exploring the various child development theories such as those of Freud, Piaget, Erikson, and Kohlberg, as well as examining various physical and psychological developmental milestones. The pre-school visit gave students the opportunity to see these theories and milestones brought to life.   The students were also able to apply their knowledge and understanding of child development theories and milestones through the planning and teaching of Thanksgiving themed lessons to the pre-schoolers. The psychology students were divided into small groups. Each group was assigned one of the content standards from the Connecticut Pre-School Framework. Using the assigned standard, they designed an appropriate activity for the pre-schoolers. After teaching the lesson to both the morning and afternoon sessions of pre-school, the psychology students then had to write a journal entry reflecting on their experiences and connecting to the various theories they have studied.  

The visit was a fun and rewarding experience for both the psychology students and the pre-school students. Alec Alumno, Jackie Byrne, and Stephanie O’Loughlin designed a lesson where students made paper cornucopias. Kelly Blankschen, Sarah Negretti, Jen Piccoli, Ben Reigner, and Sam Cerullo taught the students a turkey song and dance and led them in a game of Pin the Feather on the Turkey. Paul Tripodi, James DiStisio, Brandon Pacheco, Cory Jubinville, and Stephan Gomez helped the pre-schoolers make Native American headdresses.  Granita Letaj. Erica Herbort, Njomza Tuda, and Isabella Santos taught a lesson on letter sounds. The pre-schoolers had to match pictures of Thanksgiving foods with the letter that each starts with. Jessica Chavanick, Kaleigh Boyle, Denise Lucente, and Michelle Cijunskas had the students decorate turkey feathers. They then wrote what the pre-schoolers were thankful for on the feathers and used them to create giant turkeys. At the end of the day, the psychology students were full of funny stories to tell and a new appreciation for just how hard it is to teach pre-school. They were also exhausted! 

Very special thanks to the Wolcott Education Foundation for awarding the Psychology-Pre-School project a $500 grant to purchase supplies. In February, the pre-schoolers will travel to the high school for a post-office themed day with the period six psychology class. In April, the fourth period psychology class will travel to Alcott to teach Amazon River themed lessons, and in June, the seventh period class will plan the pre-schoolers’ field day at Petersen Park.  

