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WHS MISSION STATEMENT:  Wolcott High School provides a positive learning environment where students are engaged in meaningful learning that develops the intellectual, creative, social, technological and physical skills necessary to prepare them for the next phase of their lives.

Principal’s Message
[image: image1.wmf]I want to take this opportunity to update you regarding what has been taking place in our Professional Learning Communities (PLC). As I mentioned in a previous article, the purpose of these meetings is to enable administrators, faculty and staff to work collaboratively to create shared goals, assess student understanding and learning, and improve teaching practices. The following are highlights from two departmental PLC meetings.

During a science department PLC, Mr. Cormier, Physics teacher, presented to his colleagues examples of student work gathered by Response Cards, an electronic keypad. The Response Cards are used to immediately assess student work using electronic devices that look like mini t.v. remotes. Mr. Cormier shared samples of student work where students keyed in answers into these remote type keypads. The answers were then quickly tabulated to show the percentage of students who answered question #1 correctly and the percentage to question #2, and so on. This enabled the teacher to quickly change class instruction to meet student needs. 

During a combined Applied Technology, Technology Education and Physical Education PLC, Mr. Helmlinger presented examples of his Marketing students’ work where they had been asked to create print ads that they measured against a rubric. Participants in the PLC were asked to examine the student work and determine, “whether or not there was clear evidence of effective advertising as determined by the rubric.” The underlying question was how do you measure creativity?  Participants concluded

that students, with the use of the rubric, were able to clearly determine whether or not there was evidence of effective advertising.  

As these two examples clearly demonstrate, Professional Learning Communities are being effectively used by our faculty and staff to facilitate reflection regarding individual teaching practices to improve student learning. 
Warm regards,   Robert Eberle, Ed.D

WHS Counseling Department 

All students have been seen by their counselors regarding course requests for next school year.  Parents/guardians will be receiving a copy of the requested courses for their approval.
Counselors will be meeting with all junior students on an individual basis during the months of March and April.  The following important topics will be covered and discussed:

· class rank

· grade point average

· courses for senior year

· graduation requirements

· SAT’s

· activity lists

· recommendations

· scholarships

· college/career/military information

Seniors should continue to check the Guidance Scholarship Board or check online on the school website for any scholarship for which they may be eligible. 

As always, parents/guardians are encouraged to call their child’s counselor with any questions or concerns. 

Senior Class News

The second half of Senior Year is a very busy and exciting time. Here is a quick overview of important events and dates to be aware of. 


Our annual Senior Class Trip to Six Flags New England will be held on Monday, June 1, 2009. The cost of the trip is $55.00 per student and includes admission to the park, transportation on a coach bus, and an all you can eat lunch buffet. The buses will leave Wolcott High School at approximately 8:30 am and will leave Six Flags at 4 pm to return to the high school. Students can sign up for the trip during lunch the week of March 16th to the 20th. Each student must have a signed permission slip and cash or a check for $55.00 made out to “Wolcott High School, Class of 2009.” The last day we will collect for the trip is Friday, March 20th. All students who wish to go must sign up and pay by that date. 

The Senior Prom will be Saturday, May 30th at 6:30 p.m. at the Aqua Turf in Plantsville. Tickets will cost $75 per person/$150 per couple and will be sold in early April. The Senior Prom Committee has been very busy planning a memorable night. 

Every year, a slide show highlighting memories from kindergarten through senior year is presented to the Senior Class. The seniors each receive a copy of this slideshow to keep. We are asking for some help this year. If you have any pictures of your senior that you would like to share, you can do one of two things: e-mail the pictures to mthies@wolcottps.org, or send in the pictures saved to a CD or in printed form to the box in the Main Office marked “Senior Slideshow.” We would prefer the pictures be sent via e-mail or saved to a CD as is will be easier to insert them into the slide show this way. If you send in printed pictures, please put them in an envelope marked with your senior’s name and we will return them at the end of the school year. All pictures must be appropriate and be received by the end of April. 
Spanish NH S News
Officers and current members will formally induct thirty-six candidates into the Don Quijote Chapter of the Spanish National Honor Society on Tuesday, April 28th.  The students who qualified are:  Rebecca Albini, Brianna Bartoli, Samantha Bly, Allyson Bouchard, Hayley Boutote, Kristen Byrnes, Tamara Bystrak, John Chomack, Lisa Dolan, Christina Egan, Ryan Fennell, Megan Firmani, Caitlin Forte, Michael France, Dominic Gambino, Taylor Gleason, Maryam Iftikhar, Jessica Lagasse, Gina Mancini, Shea Marsella, Marisa McCann, Shannon Murphy, Jillian Musco, Cara Nelson, Jake Petillo, Samantha Rinaldi, Chelsey Rodriguez, Kristen Ronalter, Michael Roy, Harvinder Somra, Adam Swatt, Danielle Taylor, Geena Tiso, Njomza Tuda, Kristen Yeager and Nicole Zdanis.    Congratulations to the inductees!!
To celebrate "Read Across America" on March 2nd, members MacKenzie Ouellette, Jenn Ali, Ariel Bruni, Sergio Goncalves, Iona Brockie, Gina DiVirgilio, Karyssa Keeley and Dan Arsenault read Dr. Seuss books to all four kindergarten classes at Wakelee School.  Each youngster was also presented a bookmark in celebration of this annual event.  Remaining community service projects include a cultural presentation for Cinco de Mayo, and the Wolcott Special Games.
Spanish Club News
Members treated all faculty and staff members to chocolates for Valentine's Day, in appreciation for all they do on behalf of WHS students each day.  Eighty-five members plan to participate in the New York field trip on June 2nd.  Students will visit the Hispanic Society of America to view the paintings of famous Spanish and Spanish American artists.
WHS Student

Recognized for Volunteer Service


Mackenzie Ouellette of Wolcott, Connecticut has been honored for her exemplary volunteer service with a President’s Volunteer Service Award.


The award, which recognizes Americans of all ages who have volunteered significant amounts of their time to serve their communities and their country, was presented by The Prudential Spirit of Community Awards program on behalf of the President’s Council on Service and Civic Participation.  Mackenzie participated in the Spirit of Community program this year as a representative of Wolcott High School, where she is a student.


Mackenzie earned her award by volunteering during the summer months over 100 hours at Danbury Hospital.  In addition to this, she helped to coordinate a canned food drive and assembled fruit platters on Thanksgiving for the needy, and helped with carnation sales to benefit a local food pantry.  She is also a Spanish Mentor and a Mentor for middle school students.  Mackenzie has participated in a variety of cheerleading competitions, and has lent her expertise in cheerleading as a volunteer instructor at many cheerleading clinics throughout the state.


“The recipients of these awards vividly demonstrate that young people across America are making remarkable contributions to the health and vitality of their communities,” said John R. Strangfeld, chairman and CEO of Prudential Financial.  “They truly deserve all of the praise and encouragement we can give them.”
Policy for Making Up Work After Absences

As stated in the WHS Student Handbook, “Students should realize that the responsibility and initiative in making up missed work must rest primarily with the student.”  In the case of a student being out of school for an extended period of time due to illness, work can be collected through the Main Office by calling 879-8164, ext. 12.  However, this is for students who are out for 3 or more days in a row.  The student can actually get the missed work more quickly themselves if they are out for only 1 or 2 days.

Please keep in mind that teachers have the beginning or end of the day to put together make-up work.  The rest of their day is spent either teaching or preparing for classes.  Once homework has been requested through the main office, it will take 1-2 days for all work to be collected.  If there are any other questions on this policy, please call the above number for clarification.

Summer Camp Opportunity for High School Students

The HANBAN Organization runs the Chinese program that sponsors the Chinese teachers who come to the United States.  They are sponsoring a summer camp program open to US high school students who are interested in learning more about China.  The camp runs from July 15th-July 31st.  HANBAN is planning many activities throughout these two weeks to expose students to the Chinese Language, Chinese culture, Chinese calligraphy, and the martial arts.  U S students will also have many opportunities to participate in planned activities with their Chinese peers.  The only cost to the student is for airfare and insurance.  All other expenses are paid for by HANBAN.

Any high school student can apply.  Students with no or little knowledge of the Chinese Language are preferable.   

Anyone interested in attending the summer program can contact Minqi Zheng at the high school at mzheng@wolcottps.org for more information.  Applications are due by March 15th, but there is a possibility of extending this deadline for students who are really interested.

Save the Date! [image: image2.wmf]
Mar. 3-16:
CAPT Testing during school hours for 9th and 10th grades.
Mar. 9:
Board of Ed. Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Resource Center

Mar. 10:
PAC Meeting, WHS Resource Center, 7-9 p.m.

Mar. 10:
Parent Meeting for Music Dept.’s Boston Trip

Mar. 14:
SAT Testing at WHS, 7:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

Mar 14-15:
Music Dept. Marching in Boston’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade
Mar. 23:
Board of Ed. Meeting, 7:30 p.m. – Resource Center

Mar. 25:
World Language Dept. Food Fair

Mar. 28:
RIEB District-wide Book Swap – Commons, 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Apr. 2:
NHS Induction Ceremony – 7 p.m., WHS Auditorium

Apr. 6:
Board of Ed. Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Resource Center

Apr. 8:
Science NHS Induction Ceremony, Resource Center, 7 p.m.

Apr. 10-17: Spring Recess – No School

Apr. 23-26: WHS Student Theater presents the full Broadway version of “Once Upon a Mattress.”  (Ticket order form is included in this newsletter.)

Apr. 27:
Board of Ed. Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Resource Center

Apr. 28:
Spanish NHS Induction Ceremony, Resource Center, 7 p.m.
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