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WHS MISSION STATEMENT:  Wolcott High School provides a positive learning environment where students are engaged in meaningful learning that develops the intellectual, creative, social, technological and physical skills necessary to prepare them for the next phase of their lives.

Principal’s Message
[image: image1.wmf]I am pleased to announce that Wolcott High School seniors Dori Bejleri, William Leary, and Brian Stankus have been designated Semifinalist in the 2009 National Merit Scholarship Competition. These three students were recognized for their exceptional academic promise as demonstrated by their outstanding performance on the 2007 Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test, which is used for program entry. Semifinalists represent less than one percent of each state’s high school seniors. Although Semifinalist qualifying scores vary from one state to another, the scores of all Semifinalists are extremely high and allow them to continue on in the competition. On behalf of the administration, faculty and staff of Wolcott High School I extend congratulations and wish them continued success!

It’s hard to believe, but we are already halfway through the first marking period. With that in mind, it’s important to note that successful academic achievement is a team effort that requires parents/guardians to take an active role in their child’s learning. Therefore, I invite you to attend Parent Teacher Conferences from 7:00–9:00 p.m., (for parents of students whose last name begins with A-L) on Thursday, October 9th, and (for parents of students whose last name begins with M-Z) on Wednesday, October 15th. 

The results of the Connecticut Mastery Test (CMT) and the Connecticut Academic Performance Test (CAPT) are enclosed along with your child’s Interim Grade Reports. Overall, I am pleased with our students’ performance and I am looking forward to a positive and productive year.  

Warm Regards,

Dr. Robert Eberle
DECA Starts School Year with 100% Membership Award
The Wolcott DECA Chapter began the 2008-2009 school year by receiving an award for enrolling all WHS marketing students as members. This is the 6th consecutive year the chapter has earned the award. The chapter will be recognized for this accomplishment at the upcoming State Leadership Conference to be held at the Aqua Turf on October 23rd.

DECA is a national association of marketing students dedicated to the development of leadership and entrepreneurial skills.

WHS Counseling Department
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PSAT’s will be offered to Level 1 & Level 2 Juniors and Level 1 Sophomores in school on Wednesday, October 15th.  ASVAB testing will be offered to interested Juniors and Seniors on Thursday, November 13th, sponsored by the Armed Services.   Parents should be assured that there will be no “recruitment” after the testing unless student initiated.  Counselors may use the results to help with career counseling. 

The School Counseling Department is pleased to welcome Ms. Aisha Mobley as our new counselor.  Ms. Mobley is a recent graduate of Saint Joseph College in West Hartford.  

Freshmen orientation has been taking place in advisory groups and English classrooms.  Topics include academic and social aspects of high school life and the implementation of the State Comprehensive Guidance Program.  This will begin with the 9th graders starting a portfolio that will follow them through high school to college and career goals.  

Seniors are encouraged to begin the application process for colleges, get letters of recommendation, take senior year SAT’s, and update activity lists or resumes.  All seniors should be checking on senior status and readiness for graduation.  

As always, parents are encouraged to call the School Counseling Dept. (203-879-8157) with any concerns or questions concerning their sons or daughters. 

2009 Merit Scholarship
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Commended Students
The principal, Dr. Robert E. Eberle, of Wolcott High School announced today that Lee W. Brett, Julienne M. LaChance, Geoffrey G. McCallum, Emma E. Napolitano, Adam M. Talbot, David J. Van Fleet and Alison Yusov have been named Commended Students in the 2009 National Merit Scholarship Program.  A Letter of Commendation from the school and National Merit Scholarship Corporation (NMSC), which conducts the program, will be presented by the principal to these scholastically talented seniors.

About 34,000 Commended Students throughout the nation are being recognized for their exceptional academic promise.  Although they will not continue in the 2009 competition for National Merit Scholarships, Commended Students placed among the top five percent of more than 1.5 million students who entered the 2009 competition by taking the 2007 Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT).

“Recognition of academically talented students and the key role played by schools in their development is essential to the pursuit of educational excellence in our nation,” commented a spokesperson for NMSC.  “The young people named Commended Students have demonstrated outstanding academic potential by their strong performance in this highly competitive program.  We hope that this recognition will enhance their educational opportunities and that they will continue to diligently pursue their professional goals.”

NEASC Follow-Up Seminar

Dr. Robert E. Eberle, principal of Wolcott High School; Mr. Joseph Morgan, Social Studies Teacher; and Ms. Mary Devaney, Spanish Teacher, recently attended a Follow-Up Seminar at Fairfield-Ludlowe High School in Fairfield, Connecticut, sponsored by the Commission on Public Secondary Schools of the New England Association of Schools and Colleges.  The Follow-Up Seminar is designed to assist schools in the organization of the follow-up phase of the accreditation process.

The New England Association of Schools and Colleges, founded in 1885, is the oldest accrediting agency in the country and is recognized by the U.S. Department of Education as a reliable agency to award accreditation to New England schools.  The Association is a voluntary accrediting agency of more than 2000 public and independent schools, colleges and universities, and vocational, technical and career institutions.  Of these, approximately 660 high schools, middle/high schools and PreK-12 schools have been accredited through the Association’s Commission on Public Secondary Schools.

Sophomore Class News
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Welcome back class of 2011!!  Now that we are back in the swing of things, I’d like to share with you a few important events that will be coming up.  First off, congratulations to our newly elected officers; they are, President: Jake Shaker, Vice President: Geena Tiso, Secretary: Shannon Blankschen, Treasurer: Shannon Murphy & Public Relations: Jamie Gaudiosi.  Thank you to all the students that ran and also to the ones that took the time to vote.  Our fall fundraiser kick-off will be on Friday, October 10th.  We will have a class meeting that day during channel A.  You will have two weeks to sell and all orders will have to be submitted to me no later than 2:00p.m. on Friday, October 24th.  All orders will be delivered to WHS a week or so before Thanksgiving.  Remember, this is one of the biggest ways we make money for our class as we receive 50% of the total profit!!!  This money will help to reduce the cost of certain expenses such as class rings, proms etc., and all monies left over carry with your class through senior year.  As an incentive to sell, we have many great prizes this year including T-shirts that read class of 2011, gift-certificates to various places, as well as top-seller prices that include price reductions towards the cost of your High School ring & our tentative sophomore class trip.  SELL!! SELL!! SELL!!

Within a few weeks you and your parents should be receiving information from Herff Jones in the mail regarding the purchasing of class rings.  I encourage all of you to purchase a class ring, as it will serve as a memento of your high school days that you can cherish forever.  Representatives will be here at WHS on Wednesday, December 3rd through Friday, December 5th in the East Commons during all lunch waves to showcase the many different ring choices available to you.  If you decide to purchase a ring, you must do so by the end of third lunch on Friday, December 5th.  In addition, representatives will be on hand Wednesday, December 3rd & Thursday, December 4th from 6:30-8:30p.m. in the Rear Auditorium for parents to come in and view the different ring choices with you.  Please plan to attend!  


Lastly, class officers are in the process of creating a bulletin board in your hallway (upstairs C-hall) that will remind you of important dates & future events.  Please remember to check it weekly!  If you need me for anything, you can find me in Room B120.  

Sincerely,     Mr. Gentile, 

Sophomore Class Advisor

Music Students Bermuda Cruise 
This past June members of the Wolcott High School Music Department boarded Royal Caribbean’s Explorer of the Seas for a five-day cruise to Bermuda.  The Concert Band, Jazz Ensemble, and Show Choir had the opportunity to participate in a musical cruise competition presented by Music Festivals.


The massive ship, stretching 1020 feet in length, provided an immense variety of activities for the students to enjoy including, ice skating, rock-climbing, a street fair, a promenade with shopping, two beautiful pools and hot tubs, a spa, a miniature golf course, inline skating, themed lounges, and basketball.  Everyday the students were exposed to five-star dining whether in the formal dining room or the unbelievable spread presented at the buffet.  They also could eat at Johnny Rocket’s, a ‘50s style restaurant and later grab ice cream at the infamous Ben and Jerry’s.  In addition, students had the chance to see a professional ice-skating show starring Olympic athletes, participate in game shows, and attend professional theater productions.


On the second day of the cruise the different musical groups gave adjudication performances, being judged by a college professor from Auburn.  The Concert Band performed a collection of numbers from “Sousa Palooza,” “John Williams Movie Adventures,” and “Opening Night on Broadway.”  They were awarded a Superior Rating.  The Jazz Band also received a Superior Rating for their performance of medleys from Earth Wind & Fire and Chicago.  Lastly, the Show Choir performed a choral arrangement of music from the ‘30s and ‘40s and was awarded a Superior Rating as well.  Individual Awards of Achievement were given to outstanding musicians within the groups: Jason Hubeny, Gina Mancini, and Ali Inglese were recognized for being outstanding vocalists.  Graduating seniors Katie Kennedy and Tyler Charette were also recognized; Katie for her piccolo performance, and Tyler for being an outstanding musician - switching between multiple instruments for each different musical collection.  In addition, all the percussionists in the Concert Band were recognized for Best Ensemble.


Bermuda was exquisite. The first day was spent at the renowned Horseshoe Bay, where the students enjoyed the ideal weather, tropical surroundings and the cerulean ocean.  That night students had the opportunity to enjoy Bermudian culture by spending time downtown shopping, eating at local restaurants, watching local talent perform, and walking through the weekly carnival sponsored by the people of the island.  The next day was spent shopping at down town Hamilton where students could purchase unique items at local stores.


When asked about her experience on the trip, senior and Show Choir member, Martine Ciccio exclaimed, “It was definitely the field trip of a lifetime, not only were we able to showcase our talents on the open ocean, but we were able to get even closer to our advisors and friends!”  Undoubtedly, the students would agree with her based on their exceptional experience on this trip.

Student Council News


Welcome back!  We hope all of you are having a great beginning to the 2008-2009 school year.  The student council has already begun their weekly meetings and have many great ideas in store for the upcoming year.  As you can see we have already created welcome packets for the class of 2012, painted faces in the commons to promote school spirit for the Pep-Rally, implemented various ideas for Spirit Week and have crowned our faculty King & Queen for the second year in a row.   Please remember, anyone wishing to be part of the council is encouraged to come to our weekly meetings on Tuesday afternoons (2:05p.m.) in room B120.  The Student Council is the “voice” for the whole student body and we have been quite successful in governing that voice.  


We have many upcoming events that are in the planning stages.  Currently, we are working to plan our annual Powder-Puff game as well as coordinating our first blood drive this year.  The blood drive has been scheduled for Monday, November 17th.  Much more information to follow on this and please consider donating blood; the need has never been greater!  Connecticut currently only has enough blood supply to last 3 days…that’s nowhere near what is needed!  


We look forward to working with all of you and remember to check the bulletin board in the Sophomore hallway (at the intersection of the B & C hallways) for all upcoming events.  You can also speak with any member of the council, or our officers, as well.  This year’s officers are as follows: 

President: 


Martine Ciccio

Vice President: 

Ali Inglese

Recording Secretary: 

Jennifer Ali

Corresponding Secretary: 
Bridgette Delpier

Treasurer: 


Gina Mancini

Public Relations: 

Amanda Hubeny

Until next time,

Mr. Gentile & Mrs. McOmber

Student Council Advisors
Save the Date!
Oct. 9:

Parent Open House Night, A-L, 7 p.m.
Oct. 14:

PAC Meeting, Resource Center, 7 p.m.
Oct. 15:

PSAT’s administered during the school day.

Oct. 15:

Parent Open House Night, M-Z, 7p.m.

Oct. 20:

Board of Ed. Meeting–Wakelee

Oct. 22:

Photo Re-takes - Sterling Studio, 8 a.m.

Oct. 30:

Career Day at WHS
Nov. 3:

Board of Ed. Meeting, WHS Resource Center, 7:30 p.m.

Nov. 6:

WHPMA Meeting, Guidance Conference Room, 7-9 p.m.

Nov. 11:

No School Observance of Veteran’s Day PAC Meeting, WHS Resource Center, 7-9 p.m.

Nov. 13:

ASVAB {Military} Testing

Nov. 13:

8th Grade Curriculum & Activities Night at WHS

Nov. 17:

Student Council Blood Drive, 8 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Nov. 17:

Board of Ed. Meeting, WHS Resource Center, 7:30 p.m.

Nov. 19:

Full Class Photos for 9th, 10th, & 11th grades, 7:30 p.m.

Nov. 26:

Half-day of School

Nov. 27-28:
NO School – Thanksgiving recess
Enjoy the Fall Season!

[image: image2.jpg]




[image: image3.jpg]



[image: image4.wmf]
_999365025

