TIPS FOR PARENTS/GUARDIANS OF 10TH GRADE STUDENTS
Decision Making and Career Planning

It is time for students who are entering their sophomore year to continue to develop and refine their decision-making skills and their career goals.  Their choices should be based on a developing self-awareness of values, aptitudes, interests, and experiences.  Ultimately, their decisions should enable them to become contributing members of their community and adult society. 

Decision making is an important part of every successful life.  Making good decisions is a matter of skill – not chance.  As sophomores struggle with entering young adulthood and choosing careers, they will be called upon to make decisions that will impact their lives.  Help them to learn to identify all aspects of an issue, to think about all the actions/options that can take, and to understand the rewards or consequences of their decisions. 

As parents, you should continue to be an integral partner with your student’s teachers, counselors, community leaders, and the various activity advisors and coaches in helping them learn these decision-making skills. 
Encourage your student to make use of the resources in our Career Center to research career options and to discuss future plans with counselors to help in coordinating a schedule of courses to meet career goals.   
Every October, the Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test (PSAT) is administered.  While the PSAT’s are intended for juniors desiring to attend college, sophomores enrolled in Honors English and/or Math should take the PSAT’s as well.

All sophomores are required to take the Connecticut Academic Performance Test (CAPT).  This state mandated testing is given in the spring over several days.  Please encourage your student to do well as taking this test is part of Wolcott High School graduation requirements.     

