WHS Music Students Cruise to Bermuda
By Ali Inglese
This past June, members of the Wolcott High School Music Department boarded Royal Caribbean’s Explorer of the Seas for a five-day cruise to Bermuda.  Students from the Concert Band, Jazz Ensemble, and Show Choir had the opportunity to participate in a musical cruise competition presented by Music Festivals. 

The massive ship, stretching 1020 feet in length, provided an immense variety of activities for the students to enjoy including, ice skating, rock climbing, a street fair, a promenade with shopping, two beautiful pools and hot tubs, a spa, a miniature golf course, inline skating, themed lounges, and basketball.  Everyday the students were exposed to five-star dining whether in the formal dining room or the unbelievable spread presented at the buffet.  They also could eat at Johnny Rocket’s, a ‘50s style restaurant and later grab ice cream at the infamous Ben and Jerry’s.  In addition, students had the chance to see a professional ice-skating show starring Olympic athletes, participate in game shows, and attend professional theater productions.
On the second day of the cruise the different musical groups gave adjudication performances, being judged by a college professor from Auburn.  The Concert Band performed an assortment of numbers from “Sousa Palooza,” “John Williams Movie Adventures,” and “Opening Night on Broadway.”  They were awarded a Superior Rating.  The Jazz Band also received a Superior Rating for their performance of medleys from Earth Wind & Fire, and Chicago.  Lastly, the Show Choir performed a choral arrangement of music from the ‘30s and ‘40s and was awarded a Superior Rating as well.  Individual Awards of Achievement were given to outstanding musicians within the groups: Jason Hubeny, Gina Mancini, and Ali Inglese were recognized for being outstanding vocalists.  Graduating seniors Katie Kennedy and Tyler Charette were also recognized; Katie for her piccolo performance, and Tyler for being an outstanding musician - switching between multiple instruments for each different musical collection.  In addition, all the percussionists in the Concert Band were recognized for Best Ensemble.
Bermuda was exquisite. The first day was spent at the renowned Horseshoe Bay, where the students enjoyed the ideal weather, tropical surroundings and the cerulean ocean.  That night students had the opportunity to enjoy Bermudian culture by spending time downtown shopping, eating at local restaurants, watching local talent perform, and walking through the weekly carnival sponsored by the people of the island.  The next day was spent shopping at down town Hamilton where students could purchase unique items at local stores.
When asked about her experience on the trip, senior and Show Choir member, Martine Ciccio exclaimed, “It was definitely the field trip of a lifetime, not only were we able to showcase our talents on the open ocean, but we were able to get even closer to our advisors and friends!”  Undoubtedly, all the students would agree with her based on their exceptional experience on this trip.
