Wolcott High School to Host Robotics Competition

The Wolcott High School FIRST Robotics team, Team MAX, will be hosting their second annual robotics competition on Saturday June13th, at Wolcott High School.  The event is free to the public and will run from 9am to 4pm.  Teams from all over New England will be arriving, and it is sure to be an exciting day.  Food will be provided by Meriden’s Robotics team, Team Gus.  For more information, visit the team website at www.max1071.com.

FIRST Robotics Competition (FRC) is a program designed to help high school students discover the rewards and challenges of a life as an engineer or researcher.  The FIRST Robotics Competition challenges teams of young people and their mentors to solve a challenge in a six-week timeframe using a standard “kit of parts” and a common set of rules. Teams build robots from the parts and enter them in competitions designed by Dean Kamen, Dr. Woodie Flowers, and a committee of engineers and other professionals.  FIRST redefines winning as excellence in design, demonstrated team spirit, gracious professionalism and maturity, and the ability to overcome obstacles. Scoring the most points is a secondary goal; winning means building partnerships that last.
The town of Wolcott has two robotics teams.  In the high school is FRC robotics team - Team MAX.  Our second team is comprised of elementary and secondary students and is known as – Wolcott Nitrobots.  Team MAX, team number 1071, is in its seventh year in FIRST Robotics.  This year, the competition, entitled “Lunacy,” involved a large field covered in a low-friction surface.  Six robots, separated randomly into alliances of three, spend two minutes sliding around and grabbing “orbit balls,” which can be used to score points by dumping them into trailers attached to each robot.  Two points are scored for each ball in the opposing team’s trailers.  Every year, the competition is new and unique, and challenges teams to be creative in their design.  Team MAX participated in the Connecticut Regional competition this year.  Our alliance (teams 20, 177, and ourselves) placed in the Semifinals, but we were all winners regardless.

FIRST Robotics has a program for younger children as well, known as the FIRST LEGO League.  This competition is for Elementary and Middle School students.  Over the years the Wolcott Nitrobots has displayed a tradition of excellence.  They are the two time Connecticut champions.  This past season the Nitrobots won smaller events in Enfield and Bridgeport along with winning the state championship.  After dominating the CT competitions they then travelled to Atlanta where they competed against teams from all over the world. 
