Helpful Terms and Definitions For College-Bound Students
By the fall of a student’s senior year, you should have completed most of your research, and narrowed your college/university list to 6-8 colleges/universities.  Each student should have taken the ACT or SAT in the spring of their junior year and/or registered for the ACT or SAT for the fall of their senior year.  Once completed, the college application process now begins.  All high school students planning to attend college should become familiar with the following terminology:
1. The Wolcott High School Transcript…


The Wolcott High School transcript includes all semester grades for students that were earned at Wolcott High School. Quarter grades and exam grades are NOT reported on the transcript.  The transcript is signed by the counselor and contains the Wolcott High School seal thus making it an official transcript.  Official transcripts must be mailed directly to the university admissions office from Wolcott High School.  If a student wants a copy of his/her high school transcript, they must request an “unofficial transcript”.

2. Transcript Request Form…


In order to have an official transcript sent to a college/university/employer or to receive an unofficial transcript, the student must request, complete and submit a transcript request form to the guidance secretary.  The form, which is available in the guidance office, must be submitted to the guidance secretary a minimum of fifteen (15) days prior to the college/university deadline.  

3. College Application…


A college application is an official document designed by a college/university, that is completed by the student (known as the applicant) and submitted to the college/university as a requirement for admission.  A check (application fee) usually accompanies the application.  Students may apply to colleges by one of two methods; online or paper application.  Many colleges/universities prefer a student to apply on-line by accessing the college/university website, or by downloading the Common Application at www.commonapp.org.  The Common Application website also includes a list of colleges that accept the Common Application (around 250).  If you choose to use the Common Application, you need to complete it only once, but you must print a new copy for each college/university that you are applying to and attach a check (application fee).  If the college/university that you are interested in is not listed, you must follow the application process accepted by that school.

No matter what college/university you are applying to, be sure you are aware of each school’s application deadline.  College applications must be signed, have a check (application fee) enclosed (make sure the check enclosed is to the correct college), and mailed, well ahead of the application deadline.  CHECK and DOUBLE  CHECK! 


Finally, keep a copy of your sent applications and the date(s) that the applications were mailed.
4. Common Application…


The Common Application streamlines the process for student applying to a number of colleges/universities who accept the Common Application as a requirement for admission.  By using the Common Application, the applicant fills out one application which they may use to apply to any one of approximately 250 participating colleges/universities.


5. College/University Admissions Timelines…


Colleges/Universities may use one (1) or more of the following four (4) admission processes.  Some schools require a commitment from the student, and some do not.  Students can expect to hear from colleges anywhere from October to May, depending on the college/university policy or the application process.  Be sure you understand each of the four admission processes before you begin to submit applications:

A. Regular Decision (RD)…
The college/university sets an application deadline and replies to all applicants at the same time (around the middle of March).  At that point, students are granted until May 1st to decide which college/university they will attend.

B.  Early Action (EA)…
Under Early Action (EA), the student has an early deadline for applying (normally November 1st to the 15th).  Colleges/universities mail out acceptances around December 15th.  EA allows applicants the opportunities to hear the college’s/university’s decision early and to decide if they want to submit more applications under RD plans.  The student is usually allowed until May 1st to make their final decision as to where they will attend.

C. Early Decision (ED)…
The most restrictive process of all the admission timelines is Early Decision (ED).  Under ED, students make a commitment to attend if accepted to the college/university to which they apply.  The application submission deadline is usually November 1st to the 15th, and students admitted under ED are required to attend that college/university.  Students MAY  NOT apply to more than one university under ED plans, and in some cases (see individual colleges for more specific details), students may not be allowed to submit EA applications either.  The advantage of ED plans is that students complete the application/acceptance process as early as the month of November.  The possible disadvantage is that students must make all of their decisions early in the process, and are “locked in” to that university if they are accepted.

D. Rolling Admissions (RA)...

The college/university makes decisions on applications as they are submitted, and notifies students of their decisions on a “rolling” basis.  Students may hear within one (1) month of submitting their application.  The student is usually allowed until May 1st to make their final decision as to where they will attend.

E.  Waiting list…

Waiting list means that even though you had the necessary credentials needed to be accepted at a college/university, there were other candidates with stronger credentials for admission.  If you are put on a college’s/university’s “Waiting List” and still want to attend that school, it is a good idea (sometimes required) to inform the school that you still want to be considered if a space becomes available. 

6. The College Essay…


Most colleges require one (1) college essay.  At Wolcott High School, the essay process will begin sometime during the student’s junior year.

7. Teacher Recommendations...


Applications usually require one (2) or more teacher recommendation(s).  In many cases, your counselor will be required to write a recommendation also.  Most college/university recommendation forms are included in the application packet.


Select teachers who know you well as a student.  Preferably those teachers who have taught you most recently are best.  Please request recommendations from your teachers well in advance of the application deadline.  Be sure to provide teachers with the form (including a stamped, addressed envelope for each college) at least one (1) month prior to the deadline.  Send one copy to each college/university you are applying to and keep a copy of each teacher recommendations on file.  (refer to the Wolcott High School website “Guidelines for Recommendation” section for assistance).
8. SAT/ACT Test Scores…


Please be advised the SAT and ACT scores are not reported on a student’s Wolcott High School transcript.  Be sure to arrange for the College Board (SAT) and/or ACT to send your scores to each college to which you apply.  This can be done when you register for the tests-you should arrange for your scores to be sent to those college(s)/universities when you take your FINAL test-or can be done by contacting the College Board (SAT) or ACT at a later date.  The Wolcott High School Code is 070-871.
9.   Financial Aid…

Student financial aid is defined as funding intended to help a 

student pay education expenses including college/university tuition and fees, room and board, and books and supplies.  There are several types of financial aid for college students:

A.  Grants – are given to students as awards and do not require repayment.  Usually a grant is awarded based on financial need.  

B.  Loans – money borrowed from a lending institution (bank).  Money received by loans must be repaid as well as any interest that has been accumulated.

C. Scholarships – are similar to grants in that they do not require repayment.  There are a number of State and Local scholarships available to students attending Wolcott High School.  Scholarships can be awarded based on financial need and on academic achievement.  Check with the guidance secretary for scholarship availability.

D. Work-Study Employment - allows the student to earn money by working at a job (usually on campus) while enrolled in school to help pay for educational expenses.
In order to qualify for federal financial aid, both students and 
their parents must fill out the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).  In addition to federal financial aid, students may qualify for aid that is provided by individual colleges/universities.  In addition to loans and work study programs, individual colleges/universities offer financial aid to students in the form of grants and scholarships.
