Grade 11 Student Checklist
A Month-To-Month Guide for Junior, College-Bound Students
September

· Meet with your school counselor to review your transcript, required courses, and future planning.     

· Sign up for the October PSAT’s with the School Counseling Dept. 
· Get PSAT tips and a free practice test through using www.collegeboard.com
· Start with you:  Make lists of your abilities, preferences, and personal qualities. List things you may want to study and do in college.  
· Start reading about majors and careers on www.collegeboard.com
· Register with the NCAA Eligibility Center (at www.ncaaclearinghouse.net) 
· Take leadership roles in clubs, activities and volunteer organizations. 
October
· Take the PSAT’s.  Remember that when you take the PSAT in your junior year, the scores will count towards the National Achievement Program.
· Research the colleges you are interested in to obtain as much information as possible. 
· Fill out The College Applicant Worksheet. 
· Have your parents fill out the Parent Worksheet.
· Discuss with your parents each of your results.  
· Attend Wolcott High School’s College Planning Night Oct. 8th at 6pm
· Attend Wolcott High School’s Financial Aid  Night Oct. 14th at 6pm
· Add any new report cards, test scores, honors or awards to your file.
· Start a personal filing system including report cards, test scores, honors or awards.
· Get to know your junior year teachers, as these may be the best ones for letters of recommendations. 
November-December
· Review your PSAT results with your counselor to identify your strengths and areas that need improvement.
· Consider signing up for an SAT preparatory course. 
· Use the access code on your PSAT score report to sign in to My College QuickStart (www.collegeboard.com) With this personalized planning kit, you can prepare for the SAT using a study plan based on your PSAT results and explore lists of suggested colleges, majors, and careers.

· Talk with current college students who will be home for their winter breaks.   

Plan Your Spring Testing Schedule:

· You can take either the SAT Reasoning Test or up to three SAT Subject Tests on one test day. Plan your testing schedule carefully if you want to take both types of SAT. See the SAT schedule of test dates and register online for the SAT using www.collegeboard.com.
· Consider taking the ACT (www.act.org)   
January-February
· Register  for March SAT’s by February 
· Register for April  ACT by February 

· Participate in Job Shadowing Day (TBA).

· Take campus tours online or in person to further narrow your list of colleges.
· Take a practice SAT test online. 

· Add any new report cards, test scores, or awards to your filing system.
March
· Take the March SAT exam.
· Develop a preliminary list of colleges and fill out The Comparison Chart.     

· Put together a resume, including academic record, extracurricular activities, honor and volunteer work (see sample resumes on page. 
· If you did not take the SAT’s, register by March for the May SAT or Subject Tests.
 April
· Email, call, or view online for college’s view books and applications.
· Take campus tours online or in person to further narrow your list of colleges during spring break.
· Register with FastWeb.com to find scholarship money.
· Sign up for the field trip to the National College Fair in Hartford, CT. 

· Take April ACT exam.

May
· Take May SAT exam. 
· If you did not take the SAT’s, register for June SAT or Subject Tests by May 

· Register for June ACT by May 

· Identify teachers you can ask for letters of recommendation.
· Plan on taking a challenging set of courses your senior year.
June

· Continue college search

· Arrange more college visits, tours and interviews for the summer.
· Take the SAT or other Subject Tests on June 
· Take ACT on June 
· Add any new report cards, test scores, honors or awards to your file.

Summer between the Junior and Senior Year

· Work and save up money

· Practice writing your college essay. Enlist the help and opinion of friends, teachers and family members to review your essay for grammar, punctuation, readability and content.
· Practice filling out a college application (www.commonapp.org ).
· If you didn’t do it in April, make sure you request admissions and scholarship applications from your top colleges.

· Decide if you are going to apply for a college’s early decision (ED) or early action (EA) programs. They require you to submit applications early, typically between October and December of your senior year, but offers the benefit of receiving the college’s decision concerning your admission early, usually before January 1st 
· Submit transcript request forms to other high schools attended other than Wolcott High School.  
· Complete College Visitations

· Rest for an exciting senior year and have fun!
