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WHS MISSION STATEMENT:  Wolcott High School provides a positive learning environment where students are engaged in meaningful learning that develops the intellectual, creative, social, technological and physical skills necessary to prepare them for the next phase of their lives.

Principal’s Message
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On Thursday morning, October 4, 2007, at approximately 8:20 a.m., three Wolcott High School students were tragically killed in a car accident on Route 322.  These students, Anthony Apruzzese, a senior; his sister Jessica Apruzzese, a freshman; and Thamara Correa, also a freshman, were very close to many of you and will be greatly missed by all of us.  When a tragedy of this magnitude strikes, it affects us all in very different ways and at different times. No two of us will necessarily react in the same manner and that is normal.  I encourage each and every one of you to reach out to your fellow classmates and to support each other.
Memory Walls in honor of Anthony, Jessica and Thamara are located throughout the building.  A Crisis Center for students is currently located in the Guidance Conference room for students to access.  Any students who feel the need for additional support should let their teachers know and ask to report to guidance.  If parents feel the need for additional support of any kind please call the Guidance Department at 879-8157.
Please keep Anthony, Jessica, Thamara, and their families in your thoughts and prayers. 
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I want to extend my appreciation to our students, parents, faculty and staff for a smooth and successful start to the 2007-2008 school year.  Noted educational researcher Robert J. Marzano points out in his The Art and Science of Teaching: A Comprehensive Framework for Effective Instruction (2007) that “the most basic issue a teacher can consider is what he or she will do to establish and communicate learning goals, track student progress, and celebrate success.”  These beliefs are reflected through our school mission and expectations for student learning. 

With that in mind, this fall I shared with the faculty that our primary goal for the 2007-2008 school year will be to focus on Data Driven Instruction.  That means that data analysis of previous CMT, CAPT and SAT performance will be utilized to develop and drive targeted instructional strategies.  Equally important, student progress will be closely monitored and students’ successes will be celebrated. 

Therefore, I am pleased to announce our September 2007 Students of the Month: Diana Filar, Maryam Ifthikar, C. J. Monroe, and Trisha Shank.  These four students were recognized for their excellent attendance, completion of all class assignments, good citizenship, working to potential, positive disciplinary record and punctuality to class.   They are exemplary role models who should be emulated by their peers. Congratulations!

 
At this point we are already halfway through the first marking period. Please remember that successful academic achievement is a team effort that requires parents/guardians to take an active role in their child’s learning. Therefore, I invite you to attend Parent Teacher Conferences from 7:00–9:00 p.m., (last name - A-L) on Thursday, October 11, and (last name - M-Z) on Wednesday, October 17. 

The results of the Connecticut Mastery Test (CMT) and the Connecticut Academic Performance Test (CAPT) are enclosed along with your child’s Interim Grade Reports. Overall, I am pleased with our students’ performance.  I am looking forward to a positive and productive year.  

Warm regards,   Dr. Robert Eberle
WHS Music Department’s Hershey Park Trip, 2007
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This summer the Wolcott High School Music Department traveled to Hershey Park, Pennsylvania, to play in a music festival at Hershey Park.  Although the weather was gloomy, our spirits were not.  We spent two of the three-day trip in Hershey Park enjoying the water park, rides, and shows.  There was so much to do that it took both days to accomplish everything you wanted to do in the park.  As if the crazy high-speed roller coasters weren’t enough, (one of which went from zero to sixty in 2.8 seconds), there was a sleuth themed seal show.  It contained not only mystery solving seals, but crazy water acrobatics by the entertainers.  There was also a zoo for all of the animal lovers.  It contained everything from prairie dogs and otters to mountain lions and bears.


The band and choral ensembles also performed on the Talent Quest stage.  After which we got to eat lunch on one of their many catering pavilions.  The rain shortened both days at the park but fun was still had all in all.  On the final day we went to Chocolate World where we got to watch a 3-d film about the creation of Hershey Park and witness the world’s largest Hershey Kiss, (which is still being built).  The trip was an enjoyable experience for everyone who went; both chaperones and students alike.  We are looking forward to our Music Festival Cruise to Bermuda this June.
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Peer Helper News
The Wolcott High School Peer Helpers have started this school year off in full force.  Currently, we have 23 peer helpers.  Peer Helpers are students that assist fellow students transitioning from other schools, provide tutor and serve as positive role models in the school.

The Peer Helpers are planning a number of activities this year to increase student awareness concerning significant events or topics that directly effect adolescents. Starting in October (October 23-31), the Peer Helpers will kick off their ‘First Red Ribbon Week’ campaign. ‘Red Ribbon Week’ is a full week of activities and education regarding the dangers of drugs. Following this, the Peer Helpers will visit the first graders at Wakelee Elementary School to educate students on Halloween safety. In November, Peer Helpers will carry out activities to increase awareness regarding the hazards of smoking in recognition of ‘The Great American Smoke Out national campaign.

Should you have questions regarding Peer Helpers, please feel free to contact Jill Fontanella, School Social Worker or Kristin Sweeney-Bizier, School Psychologist at 879-8157.
WHS Library News
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During the summer the Wolcott High School Library Media Center (Resource Center) underwent a refurbishing with the addition of 14 new tables, 80 new chairs, 8 new computer workstations, new carpeting, new paint and a reconfiguration of the learning/research area. This was the first major renovation of the Resource Center since its initial construction in 1976.  Thanks go to the Board of Education and Chairperson Patricia Najarian, Superintendent Dr. Thomas Smyth, Principal Dr. Robert Eberle, Library Media Director Rudolph Cabata, and a team of students who helped plan this project.  A special thank you goes to Facilities Manager Fran Hubeny and his dedicated staff who moved an incredible amount of material and had the library ready for the opening day of school.
SkillsUSA
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SkillsUSA is a national professional organization for students enrolled in career and technical education.  The purpose of SkillsUSA is to create a common bond among all students enrolled in trade, technical, and health occupations.  It helps develop leadership in educational and social activities, respect for work, and enthusiasm for learning.  Students are actively involved in leadership conferences, community service projects and state competition.  State competition winners are eligible to compete nationally.   Chapter officers will be elected. Advisor:  Mrs. Lofgren BSN, RN

Spanish Club News
More than 300 students joined the Spanish Club for 2007-2008.  One hundred members will travel to Boston on October 18th to visit the Museum of Fine Arts.  Artifacts of indigenous Latin American cultures and paintings by Velasquez, Goya and El Greco will be viewed by these students.  Election of officers will be held soon, and several community service projects will be planned.
Spanish National Honor Society
Officers Diana Filar and Michelle Slavin (Presidents), Stacey Finke and Lauren Signor (Vice-Presidents), Thais Correa and Terri Jackson (Secretaries), and Jaclyn Albino (Treasurer) will lead this group in 2007-2008.  Thirty-five members have offered their free time to tutor in the Instructional Center.  During this school year, they will present cultural programs in our elementary schools, bringing the language to Wolcott's children.  We expect a very busy and rewarding year!
DECA Starts School Year with 100% Membership Award

by Kyleigh McDonald, DECA Reporter

The Wolcott DECA Chapter began the 2007-2008 school year by receiving an award for enrolling all WHS Marketing students as members.  This is the 5th consecutive year the chapter has earned the award.  The chapter will be recognized for this accomplishment at the upcoming State Leadership Conference to be held at the Aqua Turf on October 22nd.

DECA is a national association of marketing students dedicated to the development of leadership and entrepreneurial skills.

Save the Date!
Oct. 11:
Parent Open House Night, A-L & Financial Aid Seminar for Junior & Senior parents, 7:00-9:00 p.m.
Oct. 17:
PSAT Testing at WHS

Oct. 17:
Parent Open House Night, M-Z


7:00-9:00 p.m.
Oct. 22-26:
RED RIBBON WEEK

Oct. 24:
Photo Make-up Day, 8:00 a.m.

Oct. 31:
Early dismissal for students @ 12:00 noon - NEASC workday for teachers

Oct. 31:
Senior Halloween Dress-up Day and Contest
Nov. 5:
End of 1st Marking Term

Nov. 6:
Election Day – No School

Nov. 12:
Veteran’s Day – No School

Nov. 13:
PAC Meeting – WHS RC, 7:00 p.m.

Nov. 15:
8th Grade Curriculum & Activities Night at WHS, 7:00 p.m.
Nov. 21:
½ Day of School before Thanksgiving

Nov.22-23:
Thanksgiving Recess

Nov. 28:
Early dismissal for students @ 12:00 noon - NEASC workday for teachers.
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