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Is feminism an out-dated concept? After all, it's been 100 hundred years since women were given rights to vote, join the military, or have an abortion. Not too long ago this country established laws to protect women against rape, domestic violence, and sexual harassment. Since things have changed so much, today's generation take these rights for granted. Although things between men and women have never seemed more equal, women should still be fighting for social, political, and economic equality of the sexes. In fact, according to a Womankind Worldwide poll, only 26% of women considered themselves feminists. This proves that feminism is suffering a major image crisis. People need to learn and understand that feminism is not a "dirty" word, it's just a word used to describe those who are devoted to equality for all. "Many girls today don't know there are still barriers for women," states Leslie Bennetts, author of the book, "The Feminine Mistake." For instance, there is no country in the world where women's wages are equal to those of men. Women worldwide face issues concerning lesser education; for, two thirds of people who are illiterate in the world are women. In the business world, women occupy only 2% of senior management positions. One in three women worldwide has been beaten, coerced into sex, or abused in some other way. Violence causes more death and disability worldwide amongst women aged 15-44 than war, cancer, malaria or traffic accidents. Why women? Many women's rights are disregarded in many countries around the world. Women everywhere should take a stand for freedom of choice in hopes of ending suffering and humiliation. Women are individuals as well, who deserve to be themselves and that have opinions to pursue alongside men. If we don't take the responsibilities of standing up for our rights, we will risk losing them. Susan B. Anthony once said, "It was we, the people; not we, the white male citizens; nor we, the male citizens; but we, the whole people, who formed the Union." 

