What is really important?
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CAPTs, SATs, Report cards, Class rank.  These words and acronyms seem to embody the pressure and anxiety many students face in high school.  Why is it that classes revolve around standardized tests, that success is measured by filling in the right bubble?  What is school really about?
Two forces are at work in the classroom.  On one side are good grades, allegedly the key to a successful career, a good life, and ultimate happiness.  On the other side is learning, gaining new skills and acquiring new knowledge to be used later on.  Sometimes these forces work together, but often they do not.  How many students, when assigned an essay, have chosen the topic easiest to support, rather than write what they believe in?  How many kids, rather than learn and understand material, merely cram for the big test the night before?  The focus in school seems to be slipping from actual learning to just searching for the A.  

What is being lost?  The enjoyment of learning, the excitement of trying something new, the desire to grow mentally – these are all at stake.  School shouldn’t be about ranking your intelligence, but about encouraging students to continue learning for the rest of their lives.

High school is a time when students are extremely impressionable.  These are the future leaders of the world, only a few years away from becoming the present.  How can we expect a better tomorrow from students who have grown up mastering the easy way out?  In the midst of CAPTs, students are being swept up in a rush of multiple choice questions and mind numbing-standard essays that will be read through by unenthusiastic graders and assigned a score.  That is two weeks of regular classes being pushed aside and rearranged, two weeks where students could be learning information that might inspire them to do something great.
What exactly are we focusing on in school these days?

